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Swami Vivekananda says in
Future of India (Lecture),

lt"l’1.~‘11.p'i|:ine=.rr:1 is first of all to bring out the gems of spirituality that are stored up
in our books (Manuscripts) and in the possession of afew only, hidden as it
were, in monasteries and in forests - to bring them out; to bring the
knowledge out of them, not only from the hands where it is hidden, but
from the still more inaccessible chest, the language in which it is
preserved, the incrustation of centuries of Sanskrit words. In one word, |
want to make them popular, lwantto bring outtheseideasand letthem be
the common property of all, of every man in India, whether he knows the
Sanskritlanguage or not*®

Page 290, (Lectures from Colombo to Almora),

The Complele Works ol Vivekananda,
vol I, Mayavali Memorial Edition, Calculta



"One of our major misfortunes is that we have lost so much of the world's ancient literature — in Greece, in
India and elsewhere... Probably an organised search for old manuscripts in the libraries of religious
institutions, monasteries and private persons would yield rich results. That, and the critical examination of
these manuscripts and, where considered desirable, their publication and translation, are among the many
things we have to do in India when we succeed in breaking through our shackles and can function for
ourselves. Such a study is bound to throw light on many phases of Indian history and especially on the
social background behind historic events and changing ideas ."

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, The Discovery of India
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Editorial

National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM) was established by Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led Government in the year 2002 to document, conserve, digitize and
disseminate manuscripts which are the treasure trove of the literary and cultural heritage
of India. Since then the NMM is functioning under Ministry of Culture as a mission (in
project mode) with only Planned Grant made available by the Ministry. Initially, NMM
was established for five years and subsequently extensions were given twice, the latest
one is going to be ended in 2017.

As per an official assessment made by the NMM, more than half of the total manuscripts
available in the country were destroyed after India got independence and before the
NMM has been established. After its establishment, despite limited resources NMM has
done a lot to materialize the vision of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee and other great
visionaries of the country whose initiatives led to the establishment of this organization.

Among all the countries in the world, India has the largest number of manuscripts. As
per the assessment of the NMM, at present India has nearly one crore manuscripts
available in temples, mathas, gurdwaras, public and private repositories and individual
collections. Working through its more than 400 centres established at the nook and
corner of the country, NMM has so far collected detail information on 36 lakh
manuscripts and digitized nearly two crore pages of manuscripts, besides pursuing other
activities like conservation and publication.

Behind the success of the NMM is the cooperation of the people of India in general. On
the other hand, the very purpose and scope of the organization are at the root of the
popularity it has gained all over the nation. Today, NMM is in the forefront among all the
organizations engaged in heritage conservation in this country. It appears; NMM was
established as a mission but has emerged as a movement.

Though the achievements of the NMM are undoubtedly very great and rare, but there is
little scope for complacency. The nature of the responsibility entrusted with the NMM is
perennial in character. Conserving manuscripts is a continuous process, digital library
needs a permanent set up, research and publication of manuscripts is also a never-ending
process considering the number and importance of the manuscript resources we have.
Keeping in mind the vast manuscript resources of this country and the benefit this nation
can reap through exploring these resources, there is a need for a permanent organization
with considerable autonomy. At least to provide our country with an efficient,
convenient and rich research infrastructure, developing NMM as an ideal autonomous
organization is indispensable. Though similar such organization is absent in Western
countries, India can reasonably set a precedence to be followed by other countries of the
world.

Editor
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UTHF BT A oG- BT AR : 181

ol dldl Jl8

U8 ORI ARd, fIRTHR IARES b e H
RIET & HEd BT XGifdhd B BT YA 2 |
e d iR At g1 faar 11 Hug 31k
oI TR ok &1 Ha I8 Jfud oxar @
o5 wRAAT gRT @Rl SR S, H WIS &I
wArT far S o) foq arg 9@ fHeu=
fof” ereg Wit & @reRor( dfedt $9) 4
fAeTaT 2 3iR 3/id & 2if¥eld g1 3R Hahd
A | rE A fofad v e uRfs
grogforfd TR # gy B W Jael
4 el 2 | amr R |l @ a6
FF o IRA & A= IR & Suerer g2 §
(@TE aTSTUT: IR QRIfId e, g 84) |

Sl T AT & b B2 Kl & Fere el
SedTd & el H A ATHD TSI BTl | SHDI
R 79Qd] 9 Y9 AMHd Y3 S 83T | I8
A & AMY FTIGd A 9 S H 3
qfHR AM O B PEd & (o e
FUMQd ¥ Jd gedl UR qui el sl off, 31
1 Y Safd E g8 N BIS Hrar ger el
T 3R AR H I TAT HI Faarl B
A W) FET o7 | W o Al Bl T YR
& BH RIIRI—1 7HH 3rrlq gg fae, 2
ARRH AU WIEl BT UANT B
foam—uga @ faenm iR 3 §fY &9 ererfq
WA—qTS] BT DM | 39 GV FaReqT Bl
B TU A S ol § | offaH diefeR
HEIER &1 fFafor fasd dad 9 470 99 gd
3R ST ¥ 546 a9 gd AFT TAT R | BEd @
% e 3 a¥ TS A 3R 3l WE 9%

Ured 3R T AR 3T 8 ST 21 BOIR 9
T T | SAY HEM BH & 3RS BT A

FTTT ST HehdT & (A5 § 52)

Gl UH WM SR ©, T UhnT
lotet eretreT, goiafciar, arfdie sk auidh
| & o0 BraT o | TR iR oTg W 3R
IV B ATl AR W g R |
e &= arell @dl fl dwAl 2
“The general name of an instrument for
writing is lekhani which of course includes
the stilus, pencils; brushes, reed and
wooden pens is found of ready in the
epics.”:(Bhuler, G , Indian palaeography,
p 147)

ST TRIRAR ERTE NS = U J&ib
Hord e I g8 o &1 faemedl onr
U Tel A & ddbe] & Ulel R dds! &
e A & B B quids 4§ o =ret
3 2 | WS ¥ I forae & fory s 9%
AT I BT DotH G BTH F ATl & | roiaT
@ B H S I W o fow g9
HEI 9Tl &) HorAl o forg T 81T | < ferofy
R S g BT DHolH AT e Tb BT A
AT B DI Bl SAMIY T T iR
UG & GRSl D ol BIRR qAT TS
DR T H e DI Bt Bl 314 A HIH |
ATd &, RT®T IR BT 91T et iR =1 &1
RIS & WRHR ST Il & (A=) | 9Ra #

A BT 31 T JIoIdell Urvey o IR § AAADR IS 8s | [k o sHHT 1ef ol AT UTSeR IR B, WS B oY U ERT
HelT 2rea ) T P1eT § Bel —Pe! UANT H SIAT AT | Folk  HeAl' &) eafd Hell' A A1 & 1 981 ST Uisd = Hell’ 71 3el 71

AT AT
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TSl BT qITare 77 a7 7 o g7 el
98 YR I § 3R U T&xfal H a bl
5 ®fd 9107 3R ST Yda] Gay &I Hid
qeac H O I8 <@ @ fHerar

1, SITURT BISART dief aTer 81 31k fore
qrell 3ol Sleal —Sleal [ fh Berd gaI
¥ AR BUl Tard | gdd 79 oI dl |l
DI U gOIR YT H TS 98 & forar off

2(Hoel:2003) UTH BIeT A & 781 &7 SUIN
BT o |f

AT Y Ut foreq & forg o8 UeR @) =iy
BT YANT BIAT AT | IR AR U 4 @+
@ foIg Prell WEl & &M H A S |
Hepd Aifecd H g8 Hefiere 9 ad fhan
T §, Bl WTE! & AT § Hoold BT &l
|aTfdre TN fBar SIrdm o | gurew farfrd
Afe = W # forar T € |
JRATARAH R BHooTal Reegura
GRAGARRIT SRIAT U=l |
forafa afe el eRer Fddred
qef qg gomeHEel gk 7 Ifd | |

ggfa waafiR (fRerer) Rram &€ o
houtel DI 8IS A ST 98 Ul I WY
U3 (SaTd) | =l S,5d g& (Hed Jel) Bl
IMETRI | gl g9 R S (ST BT FHTT
9 81) 3R WA gl Bl U (HTST) THThR
RSl (W9 ARwd) foreq 99 @ik fRaR
ol %2 1 01 g 21! R U1 &1 UR 8!
2| (G098 U vBauisds U oM SuSadbat
AESIdddhadIdegU d 4.6§ Ao ; W
T AT 9 1 AT | d T AT TR |

g qrEaaw AT H A Udh IR0
ferar 8

R AT ASTGNCT AT Afe TH: IHId
TR ldrad 9@ fafyssrad
qorTUfcaidherd: dar feafy  wuHd—
HATHEERM e dea a1 | 3rIfd a1mud
oY 591 91 &1 T 31gd fhaT & D!
e W@ g'm forew s8¢ fofier

AT & (A= 7 53) |

AT STd H AT UTH e Brell 8l
fafed & & | 9radl ot AT & Prell
RTel & g e I1d & | I8 918 4ud &
BIoTel AT GA A Al g1cil &1 T, gref—ard &1
STlTdR |1 a9 STl o BIIelT ¥ &F |
31T o1 (The Encyclopaedia Americana vol ,18
p241) YRA H EXRIeRAl B TSl BT [T 98
qqpl 91T SIal off I8! HROT & fdb o=fl
U WTe! 9 foRg T7el & ol § 9 319
TP 91 g ©, I8 WATE! U A geTieiel el
2 3R Bo! A1 gu 3™ W a4 S 99 3
SRS

YR Urogferfy faerm e gidd H o
= gam & & g forae @1 Wl a1 UaR
®1 Bl &l | UBell BT TN yrogferftar o
el B W BIAT o7 IR O fifesal sik
GPIARI B FEI e & o H Y
Bl o | Il WrEl @1 i fe @l
PIferd H g 3R HeAT FHATHR BIaT o, qAT
fedre, Ve IR &= & ford diuer ger &
A FqHIE ¥ SAR ol SR oY iR o
AR Bo w9g & ford el & axa= A
X <1 ST oY | g9 918 g9 AT OR STl
ST o | 9T & 9ad i¥=a A
e iR s e far Siar o | o 4
3 BUS W B o STar o7 | 39 X8 dIR
P I wa H A 31 Pnferg AR Sl
o | PIfeld TR & & for AT o faer
BT T STARIT ST o, fE g9 BT AT
T BTl BIAT AT |(REIETATSTIA AR

griferfd fae)

‘AT A R & &5 H I8 faEmar Sar € o urogforfS onfe @1 gu 7 R ST T SR A1 & e U 89 gwdferiad

Tl 3 QAT e e UTT AT B
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ST TRT THR M = IR H SUAN]
31 aTell Tl 999 @ fafr 39 bR 9a18
2 UFd) e 99 @ T Giued &Y o
DI ST 3= el Bl oI I I FHsi el
2GR Aedl &1 &fear 4 X9 gy ool |
ST SAD 3T W deld & [he IFH
JEFT 3R e 9 ) ST ® | Sderd
—I9d Od ARG BT 9 g A e Srar ©
fh BT W I T ATd ADR g4
T & 9 S SAR DR B ofd & | DI
T (3TTaddd) Hed &, i [l & a1 &
<I9% & BIolel DI Held dUS &I dicell |
IGHR 3T H S BRI S © S ddb b
SAA gaR  Plol IR gA A
S (AR e fofOHTedr g 155) el
Qe & dag H anen | forar g & uE
Poolel, Heedl, SIomaR IR g BT e &
18 Sl 8 | IR STel R ¥ I8 el Sl
2 3R 39 g~ e 9 21 9 uF §
foras @& forg efem o forar & f& aa@ &
MSSThT & BIIA! DI T 7 AT HR RTET
FATS ST off (R 1 BI-AR RATS,g 30 ) |
T8 q1d S ofdel urosy J fordl 8 In
Kashmir, for writing on brich-bark, ink was
manufactured out of charcoal made from
almonds and boiled in cow's urine. Ink so
prepared was absolutely free from damage when
mss. were periodically washed in water.
(uroS: 3ReTT UfTAITHT g 85) Tl WTEl
JIR B & IR H B avid U BT TR
foree & folw WITEl 991 &1 U 319 T3
T[UTTRR Hel =1 37U JIh 31&R Bl H Gl
T BfSAT H I U U H STTdhx T TR
FId & | i IHH gErm iR e e
STeld B | S99 38107 &1 a9 dd SETelT STreT
2, 519 T U A B AIATS T8l I ST o |
a9 S el & da1 & <19$ & BIoTel Bl

Rl @R 3 59 widl SR 3ffaf # ol o |
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fear 9 @ far SIer 21 S99 @E
RITET DTeAl TIR BT ST Y (el ; &R bedl
g 361) 0T 39 JI® H SaI o1 forem &
b ATeUx UR ATt ¥ forar & a1e STell
ST aTell RISl RIS AT 916 & feetan!
Pl STCATHR AT Y T BIFell 1 g77g Swell
ot (q21) |
qISUs WR @ & oy W18l a9 &l U
BT AIRAT S STHT HER I 3 T Hedl
@ oGH A U Tlldh & ATEIH | 9T 8
Frataa fugwe S1q fgafomr arera: doord,
GoiTd faerdetd! gades dismay Afqad |
TS YeaHA TAT (?) STetafer IAAII:

AeHeedh— GIRTGRAYA! AR RAIST AT |

T T BT 7iE, IFH AT roTaiet, 3H4
AT el &1 ddd & BT o | dfd B
Hels H I i IR g0 T 9ic o AR ITH
STel TRIT 3TeTdT (CTeTR™) @ AT ATST HRd
|l 9a¢ 7 R 6] Vel a9 & oy
SHH QT BT FHeTaT i RN &1 3 ST |
PIRSY 4 ARTd IfARM PIefP Hooier |

Agas ARG, Sd 4 (@) T 4378 |

g T @R Jq g dIeTalae |

frosifd dur <€, AqeE S Sd g9 |
A Y BT B AR (TPR) H TGS
ST & Y ST Hel AT T b TR A
TR IABT BT B S | dd A1 &
Mg AT TR & e AR fGarTdt & Hsor 4
SIT BIolal Dl BATHY 3T °Ic b a=
g SR R Ifear g47ed |

BT TR for@g= @1 |ral 99 & fafer |
Al 7 g € fo
AR eie 1 |l I8, Tl § TR,
ST <l 3T <ol &1 &l 8T @R 6 & el |
e} WR drefdTd U & @18y

05



06

Aol Ay fTer & v 8 g sy

g IR R forgds  3Fu It

g9 99 9 A4 A9 Ao Ty |
SO - A gl I8 A FEd © B
T e H AT (STTeTR), BT, el Tl
B, 98 BUS] AT BTl R forge & forg

JUGeHT 7TEl © IT 599 BUg Ud BITSl qHTd;,

& gl o 8 O § (WRA™ SiF S
AR 3 oG bell, g 42) | Fh= + AT
I qIogfert faem & Qe a9 & Haeg
# go e fAfer &1 W Seorg far &g
FHootd g1 & g il & dat &t e &
ST @Ry | R o) UBR @ ddd |
IHTIT RN HIoTel SUART &1 BT | g I
A, R A7 99 B BT o ARY | 3HH W
W s €| 9id (@a) &1 M WIE b
T B TET BT © | RITET H Al 9D
UeTe] Rt HRIST A Sl FEd 7, ST o
SEH THS AT ST & AR AR 91 718l
3Tl | 7T WTET | g, He2dT 3R Alsdhic
BT YANT fbar ST & 99 dre—ud 3M1fe W
g fore & &M # o A1y, BRI iR
PUS TR IHGI YT fAuId gsdr 21 98
BTG AR Tl BR &7 B ST 8—9fdl ATed
TS Sl 8 3R Ul Wl ¥ ford ual @bl
TS W AER eIl S 8 AR Ui Brell Ue
Sl & (ARl g 58)" |

PHedl TSN 3R Y] W8] BT U IaTavvl
HIIR | AT 8 59 Yo SISt ° HeHR
b GIRIE oD SIFRIS & STaT I H15 U
wRey A TR et forar udt g8 1 fvg
SIS o 3 o & Y G [aehia
EIRSIEIS IR O CNE A CEANG M CRIRCIN
qeh! A IR 74T UL BT | AHST =TITerd
H AT | ATl 7 hA—YF UR Ul STt dr
ST = el ol @ 31eRT # il 2RI Dl

of 98 W8I gl T8, 3R gi—eS] &I Ul
ol TS (AUATA:2010 YO 25) |

3N &Y 3WrATe BT AT & o Ui drel &
I HIEd RTel g8 STl 81T | Hrae
RITET T R8T, F, T 9RA H WA 3
STl ot | I8 Piferd &l |, fRadT dret gare
% fderae a1 Tie & a1 3| o= TR @
STl ot | S—al 39 Bl | gled I 3R
gETd o | STIRT 9§ Yd Bef Bl Uil & A1
TR, TE! TR &I ST oY | Sre Tl
I Bl 2 iR T2 foram & fory wgad 8
qrel A R AU g9 T8 St 2
TG ATI— AT AT o IR el 8]
BT W Soold fHar g MR Tifd Udh g
ST ST B et T s arel garef
TS DI, STel AR §U el & Bl D kel
AR S 6 9 9 uh ME R, @ A
gl R AR 1 ST 8 | fh VTS AR
@ A1 7T faferas @ fovam gwr 9917 STl
2 | M & 31 I 9 D BT TAT 31
gfeqal & | droll 9918 g3 WITel H 9gd A
AT 1T © TAT 9 SYANT el fhar S aavar
g a1 IR fR—IY STRATHROT BT &, 3R
T el BTelT T ARG BT 2 | |1eT Bl
JMRATHIOT BT R foRgd & IR R
SR JEdl © , S99 UfhAT & QRN W,
BITST IR W BT W 9 H SIS ofcll 2 |
3SR T RITE! Uh oF G Oh W
REdl & fbg BITSl H SUReId IARA! doI
&Y & §RT T8 Hlell I 9 & Al 8
(3rIraTet: g 15,16)

FLER AUl = 3T IR IJET AWSH
Ih H Plell Bl B ool fhar § a8
PEd & f& foras &1 Frell AR 396 IRAR

aTel ¥ 99T O | 98], 8% 3R 3ifdel Bl
ThT PR WTEN §7cil ol | QR TR B Abs!

ASTA TR WTE! A Bord R 41 fTEd € ofR Alg 1 ATdaR el I 31eR Ra 1 S A © | folkaT & fofg wme €1 & o1l
2 TR g BY AERT W IR HTeAT 7ol A_T ST B | FHI —FH IR I8 ey qrewr & ol @
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& foeuc! a1 chsl Bl AR DI PHelg H Ul
@ A1 G UHT B R U IR 96 dle
@ AT W ggd! SR GIR 8 of, St
Al AT Id fehrs ar aHg & AT 31ferd

PHTell WITe! g9 & 19 diell & <= a1 1
DI BT ¥ dAlg & ATy JATMS DI BIAT &R
T ST & | (U AT B1h) & Hell bl
qepT W HUS] T D BTH 7 qTeAT YredT 397

THDHIAT B STl &Y | STHUAT & §19 | T
I7 9 forge @ik fo=l & W= & forv o
TITET I Sl &I BTl A R ST o |
T & Wl A 1 ATl T 91 AT | Beal <

T & IR IHH GERT e faar s ar s
[T UGHT g9 ST & (T8 UBR Tl
M & A g IRIETS A AR STl
BN VAT B9RT A941 © difds AT Ta

3R T @ Bl A g9 IChaR, T, AH4
@1 Ufceral A Al <TeT,8_1 7 A9 & Bl 9
BRNTTR & Thell | AR AT G117 STl o |
THTdR SR el B SIS I HA el 9

3rcareT 7 2R o ules 1 A 28 IS fafdy
JarfY fh BYS 37T, TR BT BT BT IMTH
#H i1 AR T SI1ar o, R I g & acid

H U STl o7 | S9H S & 3gurd |

Gia, € & Hell | drd, Uil 9 diadl 9
BT, R @Y BT A A, 91 g 3[R &
Tl & GURT | HHI: UIelT g 87 T 3ffdel
P O H TR R HAN e | T
RITET TR Bl oY (H3UTel: TRIR I3 Y 8)” |
YT S YT H HoUuTd o WHATA & U
Tdlecd Ml BT oot fhar & R we
I © B3 U IV ST BIoTdd § TiE
™ & BTell WITe! 99 STl B | 838, 95T
3R 3ifael T Il UH UM, B B0 U
BT YN X @lg ®I $els § b IR a=l
el B GHHT MY | 919 Y IR U I8
ST A1 IAR o1 218y | S iiet et o
A BTefl—Tell TR a9 Fdhal & | VR, 9iof
AT & 918 BT gadhal dTed B ST HIax
BT T, 2T BIdT & S9d < AT i 39 B
HaEg H HUN T U STl IR Gd UHhH A
BT T 9 ST & | Bl I Bl AT et B
P! Bieldl ®f , AERIC & SF & ddbd DI
BN, 98], AT, BT 398 A PIs U AT
JNfH TSN BT dAle DI dels § Ul AR
AT 3R HUN STl B IS A Plell g
el WITE! 949 STl € | 98 I8 A1 9ad1d © fh
S 99 Ul & Bddl A1 T B UBhE A

BT AT ST o, R 9 |1 fas1 d
I g H I o |

<A1 ATET H el TATET BT SUANT TGl gAT
2 | 39 T UHR I —Th el 3R O
fBya | S WoEfe uvsy F W gfeuE
aferaumey # W 59 919 &1 RNip far g,
I=8IF BT  “Red ink was mostly used in the
manuscripts for making the medial signs and
margins on the right and the left sides of the text,
sometimes the endings of the chapters ,stops
and the phrases like 'so and so said thus' were

written with red ink” (aTvSr: 3fea Uferarmm!
7 85) 3731 =1 A1 90T 2 fob gwaforiRad a8 &
GIhT H @RI & 278, 3R A9 gl &yl
UR I 3R Gl 3R @ BIRR & q—al
G ADR 3TAdT AT BT | a1 g8 Bl 2 |
PHI—H JIR B FHENG BT A TG
AT, oare’ e arad qr
IRFRE® TS ddR ofid /el 9 99118
ST 8 | ST ST ST—93 eI authel &
TH— oW ERSl § WS 8RN, 3MMS] TR
AT AT bR DT Husfordl el WTel
A B T 2 (BN IR uree frfy A
T 156) | A= +1 U1 T qrogferfy fa=m
H garn © 1 ureare ST | W AT e
B BB VAT € STINT BIT T | TAHDIAT STl

*Igl BIfeRg W 3T BToTel | & ST fT a7 31T 311fe STt | U= fohar STl &7 |
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T8l DT SYANT T ST § YRI T

H Areddgd @ foTU BIaT o7 SE RIS

AHE FHal A 90T AT | 39 3 & Hsior |
AR, AT, el S T I O | {B

3TeR AT Y Tl &R e o S
o, T I 7 SIRFT AT I 3R ogdh
HEATAT AT TdIdhex’ | S BT fF_RamT |
arel & gl | ot arel ofrer 81T € &R
MNP Y| SR RT H ol & 91 el
RITET BT 4T Yol gal, AR drell |1 SuAnT
HAS TS| B TAT el TR BT SUART
gl WX PRI OF TRl H (AR
urogferfy faerm,g 59—60)

AN IRITTd ATHIS RIel i o |
SIF URART H S9¥ed ol 1 1R, ART (RITET
—ofEe) R B w1 UR™ e
(ergedTel 2010) |

A H TR @ Ul Bl ST T dhlel B
I G & 918 e B IHD ¥ DI (A &
T H U PR ol © | I B9 Raforar aiik
ERIdD! BT A I FawTat R A <o g der
I B AT H IH M—F A < 2

I 3R TSI BT WTET BT START 9T greaned
<o | T IRT # A1 gor & | Aifeed | W
U BTl & Sooikd Feld & | A—diel §

ford a1 Y a1 ® | XTo1— "8RS 3R e+

Uh 3T BT Alg D ga9 | ST Sl 8
STa 8707 TTM@T 81 1T © R Gl hus |
I BT B B U B ol ST & | 3
R q1 I Dol oM & faTd 8T <d @

SN & Ul Sl W8l o qRds foradl

e H TP A%e yarf e 7 S o

Jha o | A WIRAT |19 IR dfal & aRpl
g9 o | WP Bl WA | STd TR &F B
e & 9 & A1 Wl § @ "ed I |
SHA ISP BT Ul JAR B SIar A7 | R
IFHR BT I ST B IH G R o |
ol & e 96 S W U Hdrel <d o |
¥ PR dF—aR IR & <9 9 g Fada
SITCT oI | 319 U9 Y& ST o7 98 rer o
(TRATT ST ST HERIT 3T ORI Hell g
44) UfEa TART TG AT 7 A AR AT DI
R & IR H 9ar & fb 99 iR afd) &
RPT BT e & g H °e B GAEY 3R
BUSN] IR 978 oIl © | S i) o
forgs @ Ukl U3 AW & AT S Bt AT
STl 7 | T ofd © R ®erd 9 99 IR forg
PR ADIG T Dls 3MMfE F =led & a9 ER
TG Pt T & U1 ST BT ST
a9y B REeR T oS A BRa § (@Ns:
e forfa @1elr g156) | @rel ¥ ScTaRip,
SERA 3R f3arme] Wil el 9 iR

BRBRA BT 2 T ®El ggd! 3R
THHER 91 STl & | WAT8T o9 SATET el B
ST 2 9 S99 3l 1 4= fAar &1 oIl ©
(TR : FARIETR) |

TART (MU Uel) & AT &3 H Wre!
oo &1 BRF eret Y fhaT SaT § 1 98 @
AT TS DT ADS] DI STl B 3 e
qTel FBIoTd Bl U Sl & dad H U B
oI § AT S dIofdd # i iR, U=y o
Urel & de= drel g I S 3iR ar+l &
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Rare Manuscripts of Shah Nama in
Rampur Raja Library Collection: A Study

Prof. S.M. Azizuddin Husain

Rampur Raza Library, a renowned library
established in 1774 AD, by Nawab Faizullah
Khan of Rampur, has a very rare collection
of manuscripts like Quran, ascribed to
Hazrat Ali (d.661AD), Nahjul Balagha (copy
dated 1158 AD), Diwan-i-Hafiz (copy dated
1605 AD), Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi (copy dated
1608 AD), Diwan-i-Khushhal Khan Khatak
(copy dated 1696 AD), Shah Nama (copy
dated 1436 AD) and other manuscripts
dealing with other subjects.

Shah Nama of Firdausi (940-1020 AD) is the
most popular and influential national epic in
Iran and other Persian speaking nations.
Nizami said -

S U2 S e S

oG w8
Thomas William Beale writes about Firdausi
that, “Abul Qasim Hasan-bin Sharif Shah, a
famous Persian poet, sometimes called the
Homer of Persia, whose epic poem, called
Shah Nama, written by order of Sultan
Mehmud of Ghazni in 421 AH/1030 AD, is
justly celebrated. It contains the legendry
annals of the ancient kings of Persia, from
the reign of the first king, Kaimurs, to the
death of Yazdijard III, the last monarch of
the Sassanian race, who was deprived of his
kingdom in AD 641, the invasion of Arabs
during the Khilafat of Umar (634-44 AD),
the second Khalif after Muhammed”'.
Richard N. Frye holds opinion that,
"Firdausi grew up in Tus, a city under the
control of one of these dynasties, the
Samanids, who claimed descent from

Sassanid general Behram Chobin. The
Samanid bureaucracy used the New Persian
language rather than Arabic and the
Samanid elite had a great interest in pre-
Islamic Iran and its traditions and
commissioned translations of Pehlavi texts
into New Persian. There are few Arabic loan
words in the Shah Nama. Abu Masur Abdur
Razzaq a dehgan and governor of Tus, had
asked several local scholars to compile a
prose Shah Nama which was completed in
957 AD. (Although it no longer survives).

"2

Firdausi used it as a source of epic.”” Cyrus
Ghani comments that, “Firdausi has a unique
place in Persian history because of the
studies he made in reviving and regenerating
the Persian language and cultural traditions.
Firdausi in fact was a motivation behind
many future Persian figures. One such not
able figure was Raza Shah Pahlavi (1925-
41) who established an ‘Academy of Culture
in Iran, in order to attempt to remove Arabic
and Turkish words from Persian language,
replacing them with suitable Persian
alternatives”’. The tomb of Firdausi which
had fallen into decay, was rebuilt between
1928-34, on the orders of Raza Shah which
has become a national site. In 1934 Raza
Shah Pehlavi organized a ceremony under
the title “Firdausi Millenary Celebration” in
Mashhad, celebrating thousand years of
Persian literature since the time of Firdausi.
Scholars from different parts of the world
were invited to express their views on the
theme. From India, Prof. S. Hadi Hasan,
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belonging to AMU, Aligarh, was invited. I
have heard that Prof. Hadi Hasan had
remarked that, “Earlier poets were
remembering the monarchs and here a
monarch is remembering a poet.” In 1949,
Danishgah-i-Firdausi, (Firdausi University)
was established in Mashhad.

It is a well established fact that Firdausi was
a leading poet in the world of literature. One
poet rightly placed the status of three leading
poets of Iran.

¢ v S ok s s F .
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In poetry there are three Prophets, though
the Prophethood is closed on Prophet
Muhammed. These three are Firdausi,
Anwari and Saadi. In the branch of Qasida
and Ghazal, they are Firdausi, Anwari and
Saadi).
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Anwari, the famous poet of Iran holds
Firdausi in a high esteem and says that he
was not my teacher and I am a student. In
reality he was the lord and I was his slave.

Ibnul Asir writes that though Arabic is such
a rich language but it failed to produce a
work at per with Shah Nama. It is really a
Quran of Ajam4. Maulana Shibli Nomani
writes that, “Firdausi wrote Shah Nama in the
light of authentic sources of history of Iran.
Shah Nama is itself an authentic history of
ancient Iran”5. So far as Shah Nama's
impact on Iranian society and culture is
concerned, Shibli holds the opinion that,
“The arches and the walls from Khurasan to
Baghdad were reciting the Shah Nama.
When people used to assemble in the
evening, so a good reciter used to recite the
verses of Shah Nama in a mellifluous and
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loud voice. People used to get lost and
resulted in their sentimental attachment with
their mother land. For generations Salatin
(rulers) and Umara (nobles) were quoting
the verses of Shah Nama in their
correspondence with dignitaries and among
themselves. The last monarch of the Seljuqi
dynasty, Tughril Arsalan, when fallen from
horse while fighting in the battle field was
badly wounded and was near his end, was
reciting the following verses of Shah Nama’.
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It reflects the deep impact of Shah Nama
that Arsalan did not have the fear of death
which was too near to him and was reciting
the verses of Shah Nama.

Shibli writes that, “"Mehmud Ghaznavi had
assigned the project of writing Shah Nama
but at the same time Mehmud directed his
officials to accommodate Firdausi near
Aiwan-i-Shahi. He should be provided a
haveli (a house which is having all the
facilities) which should be decorated with
weapons and the portraits of Shahan-i-Ajam
(Rulers of Iran), brave persons and wrestlers
!, Dick Davis holds the opinion
that, “Firdausi belonged to the class of

of Persia

dehgans. These were the land owning
Iranian aristocrats who had flourished under
the Sassanid dynasty (224CE/651 CE) the
last pre-Islamic dynastic rule of Iran, and
whose power, though diminished, had
survived into the Islamic era which followed
the Arab conquests of the seventh century.
The dehgans were intensely patriotic (so
much so that dehgan is sometimes used as a
synonym for “Iranian” in the Shah Nama)
and saw it as their task to preserve the
cultural traditions of Iran, including
legendry tales about its kings”. E.G.
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Browne writes that, “If there be any truth in
these views to what does the Shah Nama owe
its great and, indeed, unrivalled popularity,
not only in Persia, but wherever the Persian
language is cultivated? So far as Persia is
concerned, national pride in such a
movement to the national greatness - a
greatness dating from a remote antiquity
The genius of Aryan at the expense of
Semitic peoples; and the importance of the
contents of the book from the point of view
of Mythology and Folk-lore. Yet, when all is
said, the fact remains that amongst his own
countrymen Firdausi has, on the strength of
his Shah Nama alone enjoyed from the first
till this present clay an unchanging and
unrivalled popularity.” Though Firdausi
belonged to a feudal background and that
background played an important role in
writing the Shah Nama but at the same time
Mehmud also providing royal environment
so that he should have the same feeling also
and in that environment he should compile
the Shah Nama.

One question which arises is as to why
Firdausi thought of writing Shah Nama
describing the contribution of his pre-
Islamic ancestors? Then the other question is
that why Mehmud Ghaznavi directed
Firdausi to write Shah Nama? Why Firdausi
or Mahmud did not pay attention for the
contributions of Prophet Muhammad or
Khulafa-i-Rashidin or as is believed that
Firdausi was a rafzi or a shia, so why he did
not write on the tragedy of karbala which
took place in 680 AD, in which Prophet
Muhammad’s grandson Imam Husain, was
martyred by Yazid's forces alongwith his
kins and companions? Prophet Muhammad
wrote a letter to Iranian king Khusrau Parvez
and sent it through a messenger. When it
was delivered to Khusrau Pervez so he tore

that letter into pieces and uttered insulting
words against Prophet Muhammad.10 Shah
Waliullah considered Sultan Mehmud
Ghaznavi Islam's greatest ruler after Khulfa-
i-Rashidin. When Firdausi’s patron Mansoor
bin Muhammad, the hakim of Tus died, so
Firdausi wrote a marsiya on his sad demise.
Even when Firdausi decided to compose
Shah Nama, so he met Shaikh Muhammed
Mashooq Tusi and told him about his
project. He said that you start this project
and Allah will give you success. But as far as
my knowledge goes I did not come across
even the verses of Shah Nama in the
Malfuzat of sufis of India. Even Iranian sufis
had interest in Shah Nama. As in India, Urdu
poets like Mir Anis, Mirza Dabeer and
others devoted their whole time and energy
for not writing Shah Nama or Shah Nama-i-
Islam like Hafeez Jalalandhari but they
wrote on Imam Husain. Not only
MuslimUrdu poets but even Hindu Urdu
poets of India, paid such a tribute to the
grandson of Prophet Muhammed. The
marsiyas onlmam Husain written by
Muslims and the Hindus in India in Urdu, is
unparalleled inthe laguages such as Arabic,
Persian, Turkish, Dari, Pashto etc, spoken in
the Muslim world. It is highly surprising and
astonishing to note that the first marsiya on
Imam Husain was written in Iran, by
Mohtashim Kashani on the orders of Shah
Tehmasp Safavi (1524-76 AD) the ruler of
Iran in the late 16" century. Farrukhi wrote a
marsiya on the death of Mehmud Ghaznavi
but not on the martyrden of Imam Husain.
These Muslims had completely lost
themselves in the monarchy.

I think as far as my knowledge goes no
scholar of literature or a historian ever raised
this question. After the rise of Islam, in
Mecca, Arabs had accepted Islam but they
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NMM: Summery of Events

(1st June - 31st July, 2014)

DOCUMENTATION
Additional Information collected during June — July, 2014

SI.

No.

1.
2.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

Name of the Contributing Organisation (MRC) No. of Contributed

Mazahar Memorial Museum Bahariabad, Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh

Uttaranchal Sanskrit Academy, Near Zila Panchayat Office,
Haridwar — 249 401, Uttarakhand

Library of Tibetan Works and Archives, Gangchen Kyisong ,
Dharamshala — 176215, Himachal Pradesh

Orissa State Museum, Museum Building, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

Manuscript Library, University of Calcutta Hardinge Building, 1st Floor,
Senate House 87/1, College Street, Kolkata-700073, West Bengal

Sri Dev Kumar Jain Oriental Research Institute, Devashram,
Mahadeva Road, Arrah— 802 301, Bihar

Manipur State Archives, Keishampat, Imphal - 795 001 , Manipur
Institute of Tai Studies and Research , Moranhat, Dist. - Sibsagar, Assam

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Deccan Gymkhana,
Pune-411 037, Maharashtra

National Institute of Prakrit, Studies & Research, Shrutakevali
Education Trust, Shravanabelagola — 573 135, Dist. - Hassan, Karnataka

Oriental Research Institute & Manuscripts Library,
University of Kerala, Kariavattom, Thiruvananthapuram - 695585, Kerala

Shri Satshrut Prabhavana Trust, 580, Juni Manekwadi,
Bhavnagar - 364001, Gujarat

Patna Museum, Vidyapati Marg Patna Bihar

Kundakunda Jnanapitha, 584, M.G. Road, Tukoganj,
Indore — 452 001, Madhya Pradesh

Himachal Academy of Arts, Culture and Languages,
Cliff-End Estate, Shimla- 171001, Himachal Pradesh

Krishna Kanta Handique Library, Gauhati University,
Gopinath Bardolai Nagar, Guwahati, Assam

Total:

National Mission for Manuscripts

Data
3,000
724

1,537

2,040
1,210

1,630

361
996
4,621

3,371

1,167

2,230

2,994
3,496

1,149

273

30,799



CONSERVATION

Workshop on 'Preventive Conservation of
Manuscripts (Rare Support Materials/
Ilustrated Manuscripts) held at Central
Library of BHU

A five-day workshop on preventive
conservation of manuscripts (rare support
materials/ illustrated manuscripts) was
organized by the National Mission for
Manuscripts in collaboration with Sayaji Rao
Gayakwad Central Library of the Banaras
Hindu University, from 23rd to 27th June
2014. The workshop was inaugurated on 23rd
June in the Seminar Hall of the Academic Staff
College, BHU.

On the first day of workshop, Dr. Kirti
Srivastava, Coordinator, MCC from NMM,
New Delhi delivered a lecture on purpose,
objectives and functioning of the NMM.
Another resource person, Dr. D. K. Rana,
Director, Chinmaya International Foundation
Shodha Sansthan, Kerala acquinted the
participants with manuscripts and
manuscriptlogy through his informative
lecture.

On the second day, Mr. Iliyas Ahmad,
conservator from NRLC, Lucknow delivered
a lecture on causes of bio-deteriorations and
biodegradation, indigenous methods and
material technology and types of ink, types of
manuscripts, etc. He also demonstrated the
process of making handmade paper through
group activity. The last session was dedicated
to practical work.

On the third day, Prof. H.N. Prasad, HoD,
Department of Library and Information
Sciences, BHU discussed cataloguing of
manuscripts and metadata standard. Mr.
[liyas Ahmad discussed in detail the risk
preparedness and disaster management.
Participants were given practical task to learn
disaster management regarding fire and flood.
The last session was based on the practical
demonstration on documentation of
manuscripts.

The sessions held on fourth day consist the
lectures of Sri P.K. Pandey, Conservation

Scientist from NRLC, Lucknow on the
deterioration of manuscripts, indigenous
methods for preventive care of documents and
practical demonstration of making fungicidal
paper and preparation of manuscript and
writing styles using different types of inks. He
also showed the process of folder making for
loose manuscripts and the preparation of
manuscripts boxes for palm leaf and paper
manuscripts. Dr. D.K. Singh, Dy. Librarian,
BHU and Organizing Secretary of this
workshop delivered a lecture on Digital
Preservation: an overview of standard
protocols and formats: a case study of B.H.U.

On the last day of the workshop, Sri P. K.
Pandey, Scientist, NRLC presented a lecture
and practical demonstration on encapsulation
with acrylic sheet and making of starch paste,
fungicidal paper and mount board folder for
storing fragile manuscripts. He also discussed
the problem of termites and its treatment. The
participants visited the Bharat Kala Bhawan,
BHU for close observation of manuscripts
preserved and conserved over there. Another
resource person Dr. Dharam Vir Singh,
Librarian, Kurukshetra University delivered a
lecture on knowledge-management.

The valedictory session was also held on the
last day in which the chief guest was Dr.
Dharam Vir Singh, Librarian of Kurukshetra
University.

PUBLICATION
Books Published (From 1st June to 31st July)

1. Samikshika Vol. VI:
Medicine System in India

Traditional

National Mission for Manuscripts organizes
seminars on various topics related to Indology
at different locations of the country. The
papers presented in the seminar are collected
and brought out under the Samikshika series.
In December 2010, the NMM organized a
seminar on manuscripts related to Indian
traditional medicine system at ORIML,
University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.
The seminar dealt with different aspects of
Ayurveda and its importance to modern
society. The main focus of this seminar was on
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Samiksika
sSeries - 6

Traditional Medicine
System in India

Edived by

K.G. Srealekha

Ayurveda practiced in Kerala, the State which
has its own ethnic style of Ayurvedic
treatment.

Eighteen papers presented in this seminar have
been compiled in this 6th Volume of
Samikshika Series. The Volume has been
edited by Dr. K. G. Sreelekha. This 170 page book
has been co-published by National Mission for
Manuscripts and Dev Publishers & Distributors,
New Delhiand its price Rs.300/-only.

2.Prakashika XV: Natyacudamani of
Somanarya (With Telegu Commentary)

National Mission for Manuscripts has taken up
a project for publishing rare and unpublished
manuscriprs in three formats — (a) Facsimile
(b) critical edition (illustrated and single copy
manuscript) (¢) critical edition with annotation
and translation. This series has been named as
Prakashika.

Prakashika —XV presents the critical edition
and English translation of Natyacudamani of
Somanarya prepared by Dr. V. Premalatha.
The Natyacudamani of Somanarya is an

National Mission for Manuscripts

unpublished musicological work written in
Sanskrit and is accompanied by a Telugu
commentary. The author of this work is
Astavadana Somanarya who is said to have
lived during the reign of King Acyutarya of the
Vijayanagar Empire (1540 AD). The Telugu
commentary seems to belong to a later period.
The present edition has been brought out with
the help of fifteen manuscripts. Though the
title reads Natyacudamani, the available text
mainly consists of chapters on geeta and vadya
and only a few verses relate to natya.
Somanarya’s work presents some of the
traditional musicological views in a tangential

manner and it has made a strong influence on
many later works of South India.

This 442-page book has been edited by Dr. V.
Premalatha and co-published by National
Mission for Manuscripts and Dev Publishers
and Distributors, New Delhi. Price— 480/-.

3. Prakashika — 19: Nitiprakashika of
Vaisampayana

Nitiprakashika of Vaisampayana is a treatise
delineating Nitishastra, that is rajaniti and
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dhanurvidya scripted by sage Vaisampayana
who learnt it from his guru Veda Vyasa and
became the master of its 7aittiriya branch and
revealed it to the King, Janmejaya. The present
work is a critical edition of Nitiprakashika of
Vaisampayana with the commentary of
Sitarama called Vivritti. This text has been
prepared by Dr. Urmi S. Shah by consulting a
number of manuscripts from different parts of
the country. Even though it was published long
before, it was not critically edited. The readers
will be delighted to read this book.

The 385-page book has been co-published by
National Mission for Manuscripts and D. K.
Printworld (P) Ltd., New Delhi. Price —
Rs. 500/-

4. Prakashika — XX: Tuhfat ul Mujahideen
(PartIand PartII)

The work is a historical account of the earliest
settlement of the Muslims in Kerala detailed
with the account of the social background of its
indigenous society. It is an earliest writing of
Kerala in Arabic language following the
historical tradition of the Arabs.

This work is a critical edition of original
Arabic text along with translation in English,
Malayalam and Hindi. It is an attempt by the
historians and scholars to reproduce this
classical text with its proper message of
anticolonial resistance.

uciien -20

The book has been edited by Dr. K.K.N. Kurup
(Coordinating Editor), Dr. N.A.M. Abdul
Kader, Dr. E. Ismail and Dr. Imran Azami. This
636-page (308 + 328) book has been co-
published by National Mission for
Manuscripts and Asila Offset Printers, New
Delhi. Price, Rs.400/- for each part.

DIGITIZATION

Digitization project of the NMM was started in
the year 2005 and since then NMM has
digitized a total of 1.85 crore pages of 2.11
lakh manuscripts (upto 2013). In the current
Financial Year (2014 — 2015), digitization of
85 lakh pages of manuscripts has been started.
The work is in progress in full swing. This
work is scheduled to be completed by the end
of March 2015.

1 4 4 4
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could not forget their cultural traditions.
When Muawiya, a companion of Prophet
Muhammed, and the Governor of
Damascus, appointed by Umar, the second
Caliph, got an opportunity to revive the old
values of Arab polity, society and culture, so
he transformed it. He nominated his son
Yazid as his successor without caring for the
dictates of Islam, which ultimately resulted
in his clash with Imam Husain. Grandson of
Prophet Muhammad along with his relatives
was Kkilled by Yazid's forces who were all
Muslims. None of them were Jews,
Christians or pagans. History fails to
produce any such example from any part of
the world as was done by Muslims with the
near and dear ones of their own Prophet. It
shows that Umaiyads were having a great
reverence to Arab culture and Islam was
secondary to them. I think same values were
held by Persians also. Iran was conquered by
Umar and large number of non-Muslims had
accepted Islam but they could not forbade
their pre-Islamic cultural values which were
more dearer to them. Firdausi’s deep interest
in Sassanian rulers and the description
reflects as is stated that, "Firdausi has a
unique place in Persian history because of
the strides he made in reviving and
regenerating the Persian language and
cultural traditions. His works are cited as a
crucial component in the persistence of the
Persian language”. Brown holds opinion
that, "It is sometimes asserted that the Shah
Nama contains practically no Arabic words.
This is incorrect: Firdausi avoided their use
as far as possible in his Epic, because he felt
them to be unsuitable to the subject of his
poem.” Arabic language is having its own
cultural values and Islam further influenced
this language. Pre-Islamic or Islamic polity
has no connection or relevance with the
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salient features of Iranian monarchy.
Sassanid political, social and cultural
environment does not suit to Arabic
language.”11 Beale writes that, “Mehmud
considered himself never so much honoured
as when Firdausi set his foot at Ghazni; he
was never more proud than that Firdausi by
his command, composing, in his faultless
verse, a history of the monarchs of Persia,
his predecessors.”12 Beale further records
that “Mehmud did not have a reward then
appeared to him too great to offer, to induce
the poet to undertake the task, no promise
too splendid to excite him.” Write,
unequalled one, cried he, "and for every
thousand couplets a thousand pieces of gold
shall be thine “13. But the reason given by
Shibli for not fulfulling the promise, was
that Firdause never paid any attention
towards Ayaz the slave of Mehmud, so he
told Mehmud that Firdausi is a rafzi
(shia)”.14 This sectarian hatred had
penetrated in the Muslim society. There
were sectarian killings in Persia and Central
Asia. Firdausi's son died at the age of thirty-
seven and was mourn by the poet. He was
burried in the grave yard of Muslims but
when Firdausi died, so a Waiz of Tus gave a
fatwa that because Firdausi was a rafzi, so
can't be buried in the grave yard of Muslims.
So ultimately his body was buried in his own
garden. Firdausi’'s son must also be a rafzi,
and that too Firdausi was the owner of his
son’s dead body but there was no hue and
cry. Basically these official ulema were
dictated by the monarchical moods and
attitude. Now he was hated by Mehmud, so
such type of hurdles and insults were done.
Same incidents are also found in India
during Sultanat and Mughal Period. Barani
the author of Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi, advising
the Sultans not to allow non-sunnis in the
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Sultanate. Mughal emperor Akbar (1556-
1605 AD) had to endorse the fatwa of
Shaikh Abdun Nabi, since Mu'rtaza Shirazi
was a rafzi so his body should be dug out
from his grave in the vicinity of Amir
Khusrau's grave who was a sunni and the
company of a rafzi will be uncomfortable for
Khusrau. Qazi Saiyid Nurullah Shushtari’s
body was also not allowed to be burried in
the grave yard of Muslims and his body was
burried in the open agricultural land in
Agra, where his tomb exists today. But it is
surprising to note that he composed two
verses in the praise of Hazrat Ali:-

They said: “This bard of over-fluent song
Hath loved the Prophet and Ali for long”.
Protect from harm a thousand like Mehmud.

But can we hope for any noble thing.
From a slave's son, e¢'ev were his rise a king?

For these two verses, he was declared a rafzi
and a heretic but what about those 59,998
verses which has nothing to do with Islam at
all. Why the waiz, was not so courageous to
pass a fatwa of heresy for Mehmud and
Firdausi because both of them were
responsible for the compilation of Shah
Nama, a praise worthy compilation of the
pre-Islamic pagan rulers of Iran. Mehmud
was a force for the compilation of Shah
Nama. Why Mehmud did not ask Firdausi to
write about Prophet Muhammed, ahl-i-Bait
and companions of Prophet Muhammed.
Shah Waliullah and Allama Igbal are also
praise worthy of Mehmud. These official
ulema had sold out their Islam for the wages
they received from these monarchs. Firdausi
was an Iranian and was having a feudal
background so in Shah Nama, he laid
emphasis on high genealogical status. This
aspect hit Mehmud indirectly because he
was also a slave and was not aware of his

own genealogy. As we find in India, that
Ghiyasuddin Balban (1266-1289 AD) after
becoming Sultan of Delhi, arranged the
compilation of his own genealogy tracing it
from Afrasiyab, the ruler of Ancient Persia
and later on named his grandsons as
Kaiqubad and Kaikhusrau

Raza Library is having ten copies of Shah
Nama. The earliest copy is dated 840/1436
AD. Eight copies of Shah Nama are
illustrated and beautifully decorated.

Form No. 1 Call No/Sr No 3909

Subject: Poetry Rare
Accession No.: 493
S T No: 533
Old No. 290

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings) ----- Ilustrated

Title of Work in Urdu:  (Us<se) ~lll

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
Firdausi Tasi (d. 416AH/1025AD.)

Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: A rare beautifully
decorated manuscript of celebrated Epic
poem “Shah Namah” by Firdausi illustrated
with fine fifty two minatures, written in four
colomns on each page within gold and
coloured jidwal with excellent lauhs at the
start of every chapter. Two folios in the
beginning have broad decorated borders.
Shah Namah consists of 60,000 couplets
narrating speccial events from the history of
battles fought by fifteen ancient rulers of
Persia (Iran) from Keomars to Yazdgerd
and the deeds of brave heroes of their time.
This masterpiece epic completed in 35
years in 384AH/994AD and is regarded as

\unique and earlier specimen of modern
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persian which filled pride and national
spirit in Iranian people.

Beg: 2,50 p ki) i oS =4 s0la aiglad by
End: 26 o8 5L =101l 3 52550 0 ) Smmmemo-
Lines: 25

Size: 25x14.5

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: : 840AH/1436AD

Copier Name: Mahmiud bin Muhammad bin
Yasuf Al Tustari popularly known as
Muhammad Kaghazi

Place: Not mentioned

From whom the MS 1is written: Not
Mentioned

Quality of Paper: Hand made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 539

Condition: Worm eaten, water stained,
paper pasting, previous restoration work
with new guarding.

Seal if any: Erased and not readable.
Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: On
title page it is recorded that Baqar Ali khan
Bareillvi had seen it, in 1870AD.

Decorative Ornaments: Beautifully
decorated

Source of Receiving: Bought in
1193AH/1779AD against Rs.1...

Form No. 2 Call No/Sr No 3911
Subject: Poetry (Rare)

Accession No.: 491

S T No: 580

Old No. 286

National Mission for Manuscripts

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings) ----- Illustrated

Title of Work in Urdu:  (Us=e) ~Lls

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
Firdausi Tasi (d. 416AH/1025AD.)

Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: Another rare
decorated manuscript of Shah Namah
illustrated with fine 32 paintings out of
which seven are larger in size in the
beginning on both sides of folios la to 4a.
While 25 paintings which are smaller in
size on other folios . Preface starts from
folio 4b written in gold, within gold and
coloured jidwal and floral border with
beautiful lauh. The text is written in four
columns on each folios and some where on
margins also with in gold and coloured
jidwal. Headings are written by red ink.
Manuscript is laminated by National
Archives of India on 14/11/1960 as its clear
from the by seal. Some folios are charred
and some are decayed on the sides.

Beg: Sl g o dLanLA\A.'\.'\S,\SM.JQmCCGé\
Jlatia gglad i yall

End: ~lss ool y=aSa gl pgas 00l »
Gl

Lines: 24

Size: 43x25

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: : 1011AH/1602AD

Copier Name: Ghiyasuddin bin Abdul Qadir
bin Abi Ishaq

Place: Not mentioned
From whom the MS is written: Ashraf Ali

Quality of Paper: Hand made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 431
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Condition: Worm eaten, water stained,
paper pasting, previous restoration work
with new guarding.

Seal if any: Reads as Badarud Daulah
Shujaul Mulk Muhammad S’‘aadat Mand
Khan Bahadur Asad Jang 1239AH.

Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: The
manuscript was also the part of the library
of Farrukhabad.

Decorative Ornaments: Beautifully
decorated

Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: NoN

Form No. 3 Call No/Sr No 3912

Subject: Poetry Rare

Accession No.: 6682

S T No: 2429

Old No. Nil

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings)

Title of Work in Urdu: ~\ili

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
Firdausi Tusi (d. 416 AH/1025AD.)
Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: Another rare
decorated manuscript of Shah Namah
written in four columns on each page within
gold and black jidwal with gold and
coloured lauh. Headings are with red ink. On
last two folios the couplets are written
diagonally in squars drawn. Manuscript is
laminated by National Archives of India on
14/11/1960.
sides.

Paper has decayed on the

Beg: 2,50 0 adaxi) i e S=a8 sola i lad ol

End: ~le s yolay= oD gl ) ga550 0100
Sl

Lines: 23

Size: 36.5x20.5

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: : 1032AH/1622AD
Copier Name: Not mentioned
Place: Not mentioned

From whom the MS is written: For Sultan
Muhammad Qutub Shah, ruler of Golkunda
(1020-35AH/1611-25AD.

Quality of Paper: Hand made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 588

Condition: Worm eaten, water stained,
paper pasting, previous restoration work
with new guarding.

Seal if any: No

Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: No
Decorative Ornaments: No

Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: No

Form No. 4 Call No/Sr No 3913
Subject: Poetry Rare

Accession No.: 492

S T No: 620

Old No. Nil

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings)----- (Illustrated) compiled in
384AH/994AD.

Title of Work in Urdu:  (Use=e) ~Wli

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
Firdausi Tusi (d. 416AH/1025AD.)
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Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: Other beautifully
decorated manuscript of Shah Namah
illustrated with fine 34 miniature paintings
in between the folios. Preface is upto folio
S5a within gold and
border with gold and coloured lauh. The
text of Shah Namah also begins with

coloured jidwal and

excellent gold coloured lauh, jidwal and
border. On two beginning folios heading is
with white colour on golden background.
The text is written in coloumner form
seprated with floral decorated verticle lines,
headings with red and gold out line. At
many places couplets are written in squars.
The folios are charred at various places.

Beg: ox 8 ) Uba Ul s Sl g dl g ol
2 Gl il &

End: fhiae b o il ) =l 5 7ae gibad ) )
Lines: 25

Size: 35.5x20.5

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: : Not mentioned

Copier Name: Not mentioned

Place: Not mentioned

From whom the MS
mentioned

is written: Not

Quality of Paper: Hand made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 638

Condition: Worm eaten, water stained,
paper pasting, previous restoration work
with new guarding.

Seal if any: No
Marginal Notes: No
Memory Memorandum Notes if any: No

Decorative Ornaments: No
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Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: No

Form No. 5 Call No/Sr No 3914
Subject: Poetry Rare

Accession No.: 4756

S T No: 2360

Old No. 294

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings)----- (IMlustrated)
384AH/994AD.

Title of Work in Urdu: )  Jsas) ~lils

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
Firdausi Tasi (d. 416AH/1025AD.)

compiled in

Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: Rare manuscript
ofShah Namah which consists of its 3rd
and4th parts. The third part contains the
description about the war between the king
of Iran and china the Chasps shah and
Gashtasp Shah which is upto folio 193a.
Then two folios are blank and in between
there is a minature paintings. From folios
197 to 256 the description about famous
king Nausherwan-i-'Aadil is written.

Beg: ~ 28 (A ) (528 QLR oo ) oy
Dma sl (s S ) G 5S Gl sA GA

End: 25a8 plia (2 osSIS A8 0 90 35 Gland 5 o e
B

Lines: 12

Size: 31x17.5

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: 1108AH/1696AD.

Copier Name: Not mentioned

Place: Not mentioned

From whom the MS
mentioned

is written: Not
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Quality of Paper: Hand made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 256

Condition: Worm eaten, water stained,
paper pasting, previous restoration work
with new guarding.

Seal if any: No

Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: No
Decorative Ornaments: No

Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: No

Form No. 6 Call No/Sr No 3915

Subject: Poetry Rare
Accessiont No.: 7341
S T No: 621

Old No. 995

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings)----- (Illustrated) compiled in
384AH/994AD.

Title of Work in Urdu: ) Jses) ~luli

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
Firdausi Tusi (d. 416AH/1025AD.)

Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: A beautiful decorated
and rare manuscript of Shah Namah (part
ivth) with 32 miniature paintings, is written
in four coloumns on each page and four
excellently decorated lauhs on folios
1b,144b, 259b and 411b. After folio 1,3
folios are blank and after folio 410 two
foliosare blank. On folio 411b after lauh
nothing is written folios 258b and 259a are
also blank.

Beg: 2,350 adadil i3S =aa 50ka g il

End: ‘)@A‘)S‘)J‘Au%e\;\.}:‘)l.?jﬁﬁwfduw&ﬁ_
aldia gl B8l pat

Lines: 23

Size: 31x19

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: Not mentioned

Copier Name: 1245/1246AH/1829/1830AD
Place: Not mentioned

From whom the MS is written: Not
mentioned

Quality of Paper: Hand made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 500

Condition: Very bad, worm eaten, water
stained, paper pasting, previous restoration
work with new guarding.

Seal if any: No
Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: A note
shows that the manuscript became the asset
Raza library on 21 october 1935AD.

Decorative Ornaments: Yes
Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: No

Form No. 7 Call No/Sr No 3916
Subject: Poetry Rare

Accessiont No.: 494

S T No: 573

Old No. 289

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings)----- (Illustrated) compiled in
384AH/994AD.

Title of Work in Urdu:)  Usas) ~lild

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
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FirdausTi TUsT (d. 416AH/1025AD.)
Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: A Dbeautifully
decorated illustrated copy of handwritten
Shah Namah ( manuscript) with 72 minature
paintings , out of which 3 in the beginning
are big in size while others are smaller. The
text is written in four columns on each page,
seperated with vertical reddish and blue
designed lines.The writing is within gold
and coloured jidwal with black barika and
with excellently decorated floral lauhs.
Headings are with gold on black background
some portion is written in squars. First part
of the manuscript ends on folio 169b and is
copied in 1245AH/1829AD. Second part
starts from folio 170b with a lauh which
ends on 327, Third part starts with a lauh
from folio 328b and ends on 475a, after two
blank folios fourth part starts with lauh from
476 and ends on folio 557. This part was
written in 1246AH/1830AD, with in jidwal
and barika.

Beg: )% Al ji o K =aA 50ka diglak ol
End: _shua b= 0ol Jlwda i)
BEEPN

Lines: 25

Size: 29.5x18

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: Not mentioned

Copier Name: 1245/1246AH/1829/1830AD
Place: Not mentioned

From whom the MS is

mentioned

written: Not

Quality of Paper: Hand-made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 557
Condition: Very good.
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Seal if any: State library Rampur 1268 AH.
Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: No
Decorative Ornaments: No

Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: No

Form No. 8 Call No/Sr No 3917
Subject: Poetry Rare

Accession No.: 490

S T No: 340

Old No. Nil

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings)------ (Illustrated) compiled in
389AH.

Title of Work in Urdu) = Jsas) ~lils

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
Firdaust TUsT (d. 416AH/1025AD.)

Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: A beautifully
decorated copy of hand written Shah Namah
(manuscript) with 66 miniatures out of
which two are bigger on folios 4b & 5a
while others are smaller in size . Preface of
the book is upto folio 7a then folios 7b and
8a are blank. The text of Shdh Namah is
written in four coloumns seperated with
gold verticle lines within gold and coloured
jidwal and black barika with gold and
coloured lauh. Headings are written by red
ink.
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Lines: 26
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Size: 36.2x29.5
Script: Nast'aliq
Age: 1240AH/1824AD

Copier Name: NOr Ahmad son of Mian
Muhammad Saeed

Place: Lahore

From whom the MS is written: Not
mentioned

Quality of Paper: Hand made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 593

Condition: Good, slightly worm eaten.
Seal if any: State library Rampur 1268AH.
Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: No
Decorative Ornaments: Yes

Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: No

Form No. 9 Call No/Sr No 3918
Subject: Poetry Rare

Accession No.: 4757

S T No: 345

Old No. 292

Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings) ------- (Ilustrated)

Title of Work in Urdu)  Usas) ~lild

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qasim
Firdaus1 TGsT (d. 416AH/1025AD.)

Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: An illustrated
manuscript of Shah Namah with ten
minature paintings, out of which two are

larger on full page in the beginning , in

preface, while other eight are smaller in size
. The preface is upto folio 7a. The text of
Shah Namah starts from folio 8b written in
four coloumns. Headings are written by red
ink.
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Lines: 21

Size: 29.5x19

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: 1254AH/1838AD

Copier Name: Saiyid Amir Shah Rampuri
Place: Rampur

From whom the MS is written: Not
mentioned

Quality of Paper: Hand-made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 730

Condition: Worm eaten, water stained,
paper pasting, previous restoration work
with new guarding.

Seal if any: No

Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: No
Decorative Ornaments: No

Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: No

Form No. 10 Call No/Sr No 3919
Subject: Poetry Rare

Accession No.: 12724

S T No: 2361

Old No. Nil
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Title of Work: Shah Namah (The book of
kings) vol. 1

Title of Work in Urdu: (J5) as) ~lil

Name of Author: Hakim Abul Qa&sim
Firdaust TGsT (d. 416AH/1025AD.)

Language: Persian

About the Manuscript: Rare manuscript of
Shah Namabh. In the beginning some folios
are missing last four folios of the preface are
there. Text is written in two columns on a
page , somewhere written on margins also.
Headings are with red ink. Condition of the
manuscript is not good and most of the
folios sides are decayed.
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38 (R
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Lines: Different

Size: 24.5x13

Script: Nast'aliq

Age: Not mentioned

Copier Name: Not mentioned

Place: Not mentioned

From whom the MS
mentioned

is written: Not

Quality of Paper: Hand-made paper. Colour
changed to yellow

No. of Folios: 368

Condition: Very bad, worm eaten, water
stained, paper pasting, previous restoration
work with new guarding.

Seal if any: No
Marginal Notes: No

Memory Memorandum Notes if any: No
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Decorative Ornaments: No

Source of Receiving: No

Date of Receiving: No
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KRITIBODHA VOLUME-I
Vadhala Grhyagamavittirahasyam
of Narayana Misra

Critically edited by: Braj Bihari
Chaubey

General editor: Sudha
Gopalakrishnan

Publishers: National Mission for
Manuscripts, New Delhi and D. K.
Printworld (P) Ltd., New Delhi
Pages: 472

Price: ¥ 550/-
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< of Advaita Philosophy) by
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= Consultant Editor: T. V.
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Pages: 90

General Editor: Prof. Dipti S. Tripathi
Publishers: National Mission for
Manuscripts, New Delhi and
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Editor: Prof. Braj Bihari
Chaubey

Publishers: National Mission
for Manuscripts, New Delhi and
D. K. Printworld (P) Ltd., New
Delhi
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Editor: Dr. Dharmendra Kumar
Bhatt
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Pages: 113
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Edited and Annotated by:
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Publishers: National Mission for
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PRAKASHIKA VOLUME-VII
Ragarnavam (with
Ragacandrika Vlyakhya)
Edited and commented by:
Bhagavatsharan Shukla

General Editor: Prof. Dipti S.

Tripathi

Publishers: National Mission for
Manuscripts, New Delhi and D.
K. Printworld (P.) Ltd.

Pages: 251

Price: ¥ 300/-
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(Facsimile Edition)

Editor: Prof. Abdul Haq
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Publishers: National Mission for Manuscripts,
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General Editor: Prof. Dipti S. Tripathi

Publishers: National Mission for

Manuscripts, New Delhi &

Nag Publishers, Delhi
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